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The era of COVID-19 compelled the world to
confront unprecedented challenges, resulting In
post-pandemic changes. When social interactions
were limited, all industries took a quantum leap
Ip adopting digital transformation
to ensure operational continuity and resilience
of workforces worldwide.

While most organizations were beginning to see the
potential of digital technologies In service delivery
even prior to the pandemic, the concept
of digital transformation still seemed like
a fundamental cultural shift to many — but not to
DY, Maria Teresita “Tess” M. Semana,
the newly appointed Director of

the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement
System (PhilGEPS) Group under the Procurement
Service - Department of Budget and Management
(PS-DBM).
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“Digital transformation iIs nothing new to me.
When | started working in the government in 1996,
| was part of various groups that actually pushed for
it,” Dir. Tess says.

More than two decades ago, Dir. Tess served as
an Information Technology Officer Il and Information
System Planner N the Commission
on Higher Education (CHED). Among her duties was
to contribute to the development of CHED’s first
Information System Strategic Plan, the agency’s
guide to Implementing its first computerization
program.

Just as when she became more Iindulged Iin the
iIntricacies of digital transformation, it was also
during this time when Dir. Tess got acquainted with
PS-DBM. As the Philippine Government geared
towards the integration of information technologies

f @ProcurementServiceOfficial . @PS_DBMgovph

» /ProcurementServiceDBM www.ps-philgeps.gov.ph



LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES AT
THE PROCUREMENT SERVICE - DBEM

PROURENEN VOLUME 3 ISSUE NO. 1| JUNE 2023

InN the education system of higher education
iInstitutions (HEIs), Dir. Tess formed part of a group
from CHED that worked closely with PS-DBM,

then headed by Atty. Estanislao C. Granados.

“ withessed how dedicated, committed,
and professional PS-DBM was in ensuring that the
right products are delivered on time to
the stakeholders,” she recalls, remembering her role
IN the preparation of Terms of Reference, bidding
process, deployment of the computer units, and
monitoring of the project’s implementation status.

Dir. Tess attends an Executive Meeting with other executive officers of PS-DBM Since then, Dir. Tess has been Iin constant pursuit of
digitalization. She might have taken a detour —

having worked extensively in both the public and
private sectors to master her areas of expertise that include governance; project, technology, and knowledge
management; business Intelligence; Iinformation systems analysis and design; and customer service,
among others — but she is now with PS-DBM.

Dir. Tess iIs home.

Dir. Tess with PS-DBM Executive Director Atty. Dennis S. Santiago (left) and DBM Secretary Amenah F. Pangandaman (center).
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